
Commencement Address

The tradition continues at BBCHS. The district is offering the opportunity for students to get
involved in their own graduation. Selected students will have the opportunity to present a
commencement address to their graduating class, a memory they will keep for the rest of their
lives.

The Commencement Address Advisory Committee, comprised of the principal, the director of
counseling, an additional administrator, two teachers, and the senior class president or officer
appointed by the sponsors, will oversee the process and select the top two speeches to be part of
commencement.

Student Eligibility
● Applicant must be a graduating student.
● Applicant must be in good academic and disciplinary standing.
● Applicant must have been involved in a club, activity, or athletics while enrolled at BBCHS.

Application Materials
● The application form is located below and on the school’s website.
● Application and typed manuscript of the three to five minute speech must be shared via

Google with Dr. Wright (bwright@bbchs.org) by May 3 at 3:00 p.m.

Selection Process
● The Commencement Address Advisory Committee will read each submission and choose

specific submissions to move into Round 2.
● The Committee will notify all submitters of their status on or before May 6.
● Auditions for Phase Two will take place May 11.
● Students who are selected to present at commencement will be notified May 12.
● The final draft of the address will be submitted to the principal for final review and revision

during the week leading up to graduation.

Guidelines of Speeches
Submissions must be the original work of the graduating student with credit given when necessary.
A commencement address affords the student the opportunity to share general thoughts of the
graduates’ experiences in high school, to look forward in anticipation of the world in front of them,
or connect multiple other areas together in a way that encourages, moves, or challenges the
audience.

Speeches submitted should be general in nature - addressing items and events known to most
members of the graduating class. Commencement addresses can be given by the author of
the speech or it can be a shared event whereby the author and orator are different students.

mailto:bwright@bbchs.org


Application Commencement Address
(Applications due May 1 at 3:00 pm.)

Name of the speech writer: ________________   Name of the orator: ________________

Title of Commencement Address: ____________________________________________

List all the groups in which you have been involved during your tenure at BBCHS.

Athletics, Organization, Club, or Activity Years Involved Special Recognition

Selection Timeline
● May 6 - Notification of potential advancement in the process
● May 11 - Selected graduates will audition in front of the Committee
● May 12 - Commencement speakers will be announced



General Guidelines
● Speech must be the original work of the students listed on this application
● Speech must meet the 3-5 minute oral presentation timeline
● Speech must be written in a style that conveys sincere appreciation for BBCHS and reflects

on what it means to be a graduate of our school
● Contents of the speech may contain one or more of the following:

○ Impact of academic and/or social experiences
○ Influence of faculty, staff, or family
○ A significant opportunity offered or afforded by BBCHS
○ How students are equipped to meet goals and aspirations
○ What the future holds for your fellow graduates

● Confirm any statistics or facts related to your points and cite each
● Humor can be included, if appropriate, but the overall tone of the address should suit the

occasion of a dignified ceremony
● Use what you’ve learned in English courses: Attention getter, supporting statements with

strong and cited evidence, and a compelling conclusion.
● Consider these questions as you develop your thoughts:

○ What values do you hope your classmates will carry away from our school?
○ In what ways has the graduating class grown in knowledge and maturity?
○ How have the graduates learned to adapt and work through adversity?
○ How have the graduates learned to appreciate and celebrate diversity?
○ What does it mean to be a Boilermaker?

● You are speaking on behalf of your classmates, and, although personal anecdotes can be
included, it should be woven into specific experiences you shared with your class as a
whole.

Student Agreement
If your speech is selected to be part of the commencement ceremony, you agree to the following:

● The speech that is submitted will be the one presented at the commencement ceremony. To
edit or alter the speech without the consent of the building principal or designee will result in
immediate removal from the ceremony.

● Any conduct that occurs prior to graduation that results in the student not being in good
academic or disciplinary standing will cause a revocation of delivering the commencement
address. Involvement at graduation is a privilege, not a right.

● The student(s) agrees to meet with the building principal upon request to review ceremony
procedures.

● The student(s) agrees to be present at 6:15 p.m. on graduation day to meet with the
building principal for the purpose of reviewing the procedures of the ceremony.

I hereby submit a commencement address and fully understand the
expectations associated with this privilege.

Student Signature: _____________________________ Date: _______________________


